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not being ploughed; it was being merely tickled and annoyed.
The problem, as I saw it, was in the first case one of efficient
cultivation: 'the present population does not approach the limit
which the country can maintain ... the Jewish demand, in fact,
rests upon the assumption that by more intensive cultivation and
the reclaiming of areas now derelict, sufficient land could be made
available for the needs of both races for many years to come/ I
was also unable to associate myself with the criticism made by my
colleagues of the Jewish method of dealing with emigration certi-
ficates, for this seemed to me not to be in accordance with evidence
which had been placed before them.
The Zionist is frequently so enthusiastic concerning his cause
as to become inconsiderate* Thus, a good deal of criticism was
later directed to the fact that I had signed the main report, and
that I was therefore committed to its proposals. This criticism
was not wholly unjust. There were many things in the report
with which I thoroughly agreed, some of which my colleagues had
accepted at my earnest request, and it is always difficult, if not
unfair, to accept concessions from colleagues whose general findings
you propose to reject. In actual fact my note of reservation, if
read carefully, will be seen to be of the nature of a minority
report, and it was written with that intention. For reasons which
cannot be dealt with here, it was decided within twenty-four hours
of the report being formally forwarded to the Government, to
present it in the form in which it appeared. When this decision
was made I wrote to the Secretary of State saying that * I have to-day
with very great reluctance and misgiving signed the main report
of the Palestine Commission of Enquiry. This course has involved
compressing my thoughts on the problem into a smaller compass,
and excluding things that were all right in a separate report, but
out of place in a note of reservations. The result is to take most
of the steam from behind what I wanted to say, and I, in conse-
quence, venture to hope that in reading my note appended to the
report you will not take less notice of what is there implied than
would have been the case had I presented a formal minority
report/
My view of the Palestinian problem was extensively criticized
from the Arab side, and Major Poison Newman, perhaps the
ablest of the pro-Arab advocates in England, thought it necessary
to say that my opinions were based upon party considerations,
because 'the Jewish vote is much sought after by the Labour Party,'